
The Medicare Savings Program helps individuals with limited income and savings
by covering Medicare costs. It includes three programs with varying benefits and
eligibility. Qualifying stops Medicare Part B premiums from being deducted from
Social Security checks and enrolls participants in Extra Help for Part D drug costs.
Enrollment depends on income, assets, and application details.

Qualified Medicare
Beneficiary (QMB)

Pays Part A & B premiums
Eliminates cost-sharing for
Medicare-covered services

Individual: $1,350
Couple: $1,824

Individual: $9,950
Couple: $14,910

Specified Low-
income Medicare
Beneficiary (SLMB)

Pays Part B premium Individual: $1,616
Couple: $2,184

Individual: $9,950
Couple: $14,910

Qualifying
Individual (QI) Pays Part B premium

Individual: $1,816
Couple: $2,455

Individual: $9,950
Couple: $14,910

To learn more about these programs and receive
help with applications, contact your State Health
Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) 

WHAT IS THE MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM?
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aka Medicare Buy-In programs or Medicare Premium Payment Programs

SPECIFIED LOW-INCOME
MEDICARE BENEFICIARY
(SLMB): QMB offers coverage for

Medicare cost-sharing
without retroactive
premium reimbursement.
It prevents billing for cost
sharing if enrolled, pays
Part A premiums if
needed, and can be used
alongside Medicaid.

If enrolled in the QI
program, you may
receive up to three
months of retroactive
reimbursement for Part
B premiums.
Reimbursement is
limited to premiums
paid within three
months before the MSP
effective date and within
the same year. QI and
Medicaid cannot be held
simultaneously.

QUALIFIED MEDICARE
BENEFICIARY (QMB): 

QUALIFYING INDIVIDUAL (QI)

                If you are in the
SLMB program, you can
get up to three months of
retroactive Part B
premium reimbursement.
You can be reimbursed
for premiums from the
prior calendar year. It is
possible to have both
SLMB and Medicaid.

NOTE: QUALIFIED DISABLED
WORKING INDIVIDUAL (QDWI) To qualify for QDWI, you must:

A fourth MSP and pays for the
Medicare Part A premium only 

WHAT ARE THE MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM INCOME AND ASSET LIMITS?
Benefits Monthly income limit Asset limit

be under 65
have a disabling impairment while working
have limited income and assets
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